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Tenants Working Together held a meeting on July 30 at the Oasis Centre. Gwenda Tempel said she was disappointed by the number that had come out for the meeting  five including herself.

"I was really disappointed with that but they had discussions on projects we could do and how to help different agencies in the community work together. The overall discussion was good," said Tempel. 

One of the next projects they'd like to get going is to paint the outside of a home and have it known by the community.

"More people tend to come out to the projects than they do the meetings," added Tempel.

Despite all the efforts Tempel has put into this cause, community involvement is still a big factor towards making the program successful.

There are currently 620 rental units in Nipawin and it's hard to find a place to rent. 

"That's something we're going to be looking at funding for," explained Tempel. 

Nipawin is in desperate need of more rental properties.

Tempel says she has been working with the Nipawin Housing Authority on needs and assessments and they are hoping to find someone to fund or provide more rentals.

"There's nothing out there. I know people come and are looking for a spot and I can't find them one."

Tempel is trying to get together all the landlords and gather information regarding rental properties. 

"A lot of landlords call the Oasis with things that are available, but that's a struggle when there's nothing available."

During the meeting, discussion traveled to different projects they could do as well as how to get the community working together on things. 

Tempel says attendance at the meeting will not only help with tenant and landlord relations, but can be used as an education tool by tenants.

"We have tenants who have water leaking, which make things cost more. There are people that have moved in and rented who have never had running water before so when they hear water running they don't know what it is. If we get them out to meetings we can have guest speakers in to help them with all of these things."

They are also looking for volunteers in the community that would mentor and work with the Tenants Working Together, like a plumber showing plumbing issues. Even someone with a pressure washer to help with the scraping would help out too.

Tenants can do the work if there is someone lending the tools. 

Also discussed at the meeting was different ways of finding funding for things to do. 

"Rather than reaching out for funding again, it goes back to the community and the community stepping up to the plate," she added.

"I had a video I showed and in order to do that Duplex Furniture lent me a TV/DVD player. That's part of community involvement and help right there."

Tempel is unsure of when the next meeting is going to be held, but when it is decided it will be announced to the public.

Another problem that arises within rental situations, aside from the issues at the meeting, is drugs and alcohol. 

"One of our problems for a high rise of crime here in Nipawin for the past five years is drugs and alcohol," she explained.

Solution The Safer Communities and Neighbourhoods Act is an Act across Saskatchewan that was designed to improve community safety by targeting and, if necessary, shutting down residential and commercial buildings and land that have been regularly used for illegal activities such as producing, selling or using illegal drugs, as well as prostitution, solvent abuse or the unlawful sale and consumption of alcohol.

The Act also creates a process where building fortifications that cause public safety concerns and/or exceed reasonable security measures for residential or commercial dwellings can be removed.

These fortifications may also prevent emergency response personnel, law enforcement officials or occupants from gaining access to or escaping from those buildings in an emergency. Fortifications include bulletproof glass or explosive-resistant materials, barbed wire, armour to reinforce doors and bars on windows or doors.

The legislation empowers citizens to take back their neighbourhoods by reporting problem residences and businesses. It will also hold property owners accountable for threatening or disturbing activities regularly taking place on their property.

If you would like to report a problem property or have any questions regarding the Act, contact the Safer Communities Investigation Unit. 

To find out more about the Act, visit online at www.saskjustice.gov.sk.ca/SaferCommunities or call toll free at 1-866-51-SAFER.

