Sustainability tour starts in Nipawin 
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Dr. Charles Hopkins, who is a senior advisor to UNESCO on educating for a sustainable future, speaks during a meeting with business and council members at the Evergreen Centre on Tuesday, Oct. 12.
	


Nipawin was the starting point last week of a four-day tour across Saskatchewan to highlight outreach and partnering of higher education organizations with schools and communities. 

The Tour of Sustainability got underway in Nipawin on Tuesday, Oct. 12 with a noon lunch and discussion that involved members of the Nipawin and District Chamber of Commerce as well as Mayor Lawrence Rospad and other council members. 

This dialogue on the importance of education for developing sustainable communities continued on Tuesday evening during a public meeting at the Evergreen Centre. Dr. Charles Hopkins, a leader in the field of environmental education, was the keynote speaker at both sessions. He is the holder of the United Nations Education, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) Chair on Reorienting Teacher Education to Address Sustainability at York University in Toronto. 

Dr. Hopkins, who was previously the Superintendent of Curriculum with the Toronto Board of Education, is a senior advisor to UNESCO on educating for a sustainable future and also an advisor to Environment Canada's Ecological Monitoring and Assessment Network. 

During both events in Nipawin he spoke about how the world is changing, the role of communities in trying to adapt to that change and the contribution of education and lifelong learning to build more sustainable communities. 

"Our children are going to live in a world where they'll be looking after 50 per cent more people, trying to provide adequately using less water, less land, far fewer ocean products," he told the audience at the noon meeting. "They're going to have to do that by providing more energy, roughly doubling from 14 terrawatts to 28 terrawatts globally, and replace the current world's infrastructure and energy carbon free. They're going to have to develop the skills to work internationally." 

The rapid pace at which technology is changing presents the education system with a multitude of challenges. 

"We have to invent communities that learn," he emphasized. 

This is made even more urgent by the lack of progress on the international level to implement sustainable development principles. 

"The only hope seems to be at the community level or small, regional level where people know one another and could work for the common good," he mentioned. 

According to Dr. Hopkins it is important to bring two groups in the community together. The one group is the educators or "messengers" in the community, which include elders, teachers from pre-school to college and university level, non-governmental organizations and also the media. 

The other group includes the people who know what are the social, environmental and economic issues facing that community, for example, councillors, planners and business people. This would result in a more knowledgeable community over time and in improving the education of students. 

"They would be dealing with local issues, real issues, they could see the scale, the scope, they could get their hands on it and actually do something in their community and build this sense of place that is their community," he explained. 

As part of the outreach during the tour, four third-year students from the University of Regina's Faculty of Education were at L.P. Miller Comprehensive School to interact with Grade 7 students. Together they explored the role schools can play in promoting physical literacy as a critical part of building sustainable communities. 

Dr. Garth Pickard from the University of Regina's Faculty of Education was also in Nipawin to participate in the tour. During the noon hour meeting he spoke about how higher education institutions in Saskatchewan can demonstrate leadership in educational practice by working with the K-12 educational system to promote a more sustainable future for the province. 

"We're really trying to reorient the way we prepare teachers to address sustainability," he said. "Another really critical thing that we're looking at is helping these beginning teachers to understand community in all its manifestations." 

The work of the university students at L.P. Miller was part of a curriculum development project on well-being. Dr. Pickard emphasized they will not only take the information from Nipawin back to Regina to share with other third year students, but there will also be future interaction with L.P. Miller about the broader concept of education for sustainable development. 

"These students we've got here, it's all about experiential learning for them," he said. "I know for a fact when we go back to Regina that their lives have changed. … So this is just the start of more things I hope to come." 

Lyle Benko and Dr. Roger Petry, the co-coordinators of the Saskatchewan Regional Centre of Expertise (RCE) on Education for Sustainable Development, were also part of the tour group that came to Nipawin. RCE Saskatchewan was responsible for arranging the visits to the different communities. 

Chris Hudyma, the coordinator of the Wapiti Physical Literacy Project and also the CEO of the Nipawin Oasis Community Centre, helped to facilitate the tour visit to Nipawin. He said the tour was an opportunity for the area that can push forward the idea of a Regional Living Laboratory Centre (RLLC) in northeast Saskatchewan. A RLLC is a smaller version of an RCE that will facilitate and support research, educational training, municipal planning and program development for sustainable development in the region. 

"It's going to help define who we are and where we're going," he said about the tour visit. "I think it's quite historical that we have the attention of the United Nations. There are other parts of the world that are doing similar things and can we share back and forth our learned knowledge." 

After their start in Nipawin, the tour group attended various events and activities in Saskatoon and Craik on Oct. 13 and in Regina on Oct. 14 and 15 that were all related to promoting increased collaboration between various institutions on education for sustainable development.

