Spreading a positive message
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Aboriginal hip-hop artist Lindsay Knight (Eekwol), was in Nipawin Oct. 23, to spread a positive message to youth. She was joined by singer/songwriter/storyteller, Joseph Naytowhow.
	


The Nipawin Oasis Community Centre, treaded into unfamiliar waters over the weekend, as for the first time they presented Eekwol, which is hip-hop artist Lindsay Knight. Along with Eekwol was Joseph Naytowhow, who is a songwriter/performer and storyteller. 

Chris Hudyma, CEO of the Nipawin Oasis Community Centre said they wanted to help showcase the aboriginal talent that Saskatchewan has. 

"To have an international artist like Eekwol come up here is pretty phenomenal. It's a different thing for Nipawin, and I think it helps shape our culture a bit. We're a very diverse community," said Hudyma. 

A survey was conducted among youth within the Kelsey Trail Health Region and the survey indicated that the youth were looking for a concert – something different they could go to that is free and has food. 

"We decided to give it a try," said Hudyma. 

During the day they hosted their second flea market and concluded the day with the concert. 

He figured that close to 1,000 people came through the doors for the flea market. The flea market is more of a community service, than a fundraiser for the Oasis. 

The dinner was made by the people at the Oasis Centre, which included staff members and participants. 

"They're all vulnerable, with multiple barriers, so this is important to them – to give something back to the community. Quite often if you're on assistance, you get this stigma that you're always receiving and here they're giving something back. They're pretty proud of it," he said. 

He wasn't sure what to expect, but was happy with the turnout for the concert. 

Knight's music is hip-hop and gives a positive message. 

"I like to share my music, and to share hip hop with a positive message because a lot of times there's this underlying notion that hip hop is a negative genre of music, when originally it's not. It's a really good medium to share your story," she said. 

Eekowl is a member of the Muskoday First Nation. She has a BA (Hons). in Indigenous Studies from the First Nations University of Canada and University of Saskatchewan. 

She has several albums out and is also the winner of the First Nations Award for Arts and Entertainment. She has also been featured in the BT Girls Baker Twins Calendar as a model for November 2009, featured in the A Proud Generation 2009 Calendar as a role model and is featured on MyTV on APTN. 

Knight's roots for hip hop date back to when she was a kid. She grew up on various forms of hip-hop music. Her name, Eekwol is Lowkee spelled backwards, which was her original name. She switched it up because some other female was using Loki and she felt it was too similar. Eekwol is a name that no one else has, and it represents equality in hip-hop. 

Her music has a lot to do with storytelling, and one of her main messages is to live life the best way you know how to and to not be afraid to think and be critical. 

This was her first time performing in Nipawin, though she has spent some time in the area as a tree planter. She was in Carrot River planting. 

She does a lot of touring, and it's a part that she enjoys. 

"Where ever I'm asked to come out, I usually come out," she said. 

She got to Nipawin about three hours prior to the show, and planned out the night with Naytowhow. She had the opportunity to meet a lot of the kids who came out to the show as well as people from the Oasis Centre and community members. 

"Nipawin is a very friendly place," she laughed. 

Eekwol also plays guitar, but said she's too shy to play on stage. She spent her time on the stage, talking and rapping. 

It didn't' take long for the audience to involve themselves in her performance. During her first song, audience members got up and began to dance to her music. 

She credits her fans for making her, who she is on stage. 

Naytowhow is a Woodland Cree from Sturgeon Lake First Nation. 

He said touring is his life and spends half of the year on the road. 

He talks about his music, and also spends time sending out a positive message. 

"I speak about the difficulties in my life – being part of the residential school system," he said. 

He has been touring for 35 years, but more intensively since 2000, when he decided to drop everything else and do it fulltime. 

"My passion is to create new music and to find a different voice. You always have to move on and improve on what you're doing," he said. 

For Naytowhow and Knight, it was their first time on the stage together. 

Hudyma said the turnout for the event was good and Naytowhow echoed that. Both were pleased to see the number of people turnout for the concert. 

"I hope this gives the community a chance to think of who we are and where we're going into the future," said Hudyma. 

"I'm grateful to the Oasis Centre for inviting us here, I'm really looking forward to the show," said Eekwol.

