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Schoolplus, developing the whole child

By Evelyn Schellenberg

When Clay Serby was minister of education, he asked for a task force to review the role of the school in Saskatchewan. On the recommendation of the task force, the Calvert government is implementing the Schoolplus program.

The Schoolplus model recognizes that schools must have two primary functions in the community, which are to educate children, and to serve as centres of the community for the delivery of services.

Educating children has come a long way since the rule of reading, writing and arithmetic. The focus of Schoolplus is the child, and it's intent is to develop the whole child, intellectually, socially, emotionally, physically and culturally/spiritually.

Schoolplus also sees the school as a centre to deliver services to children, youth and their families. To accomplish this, the school will work in partnership with human service providers from health, social services, justice, recreation, culture and many other sectors of support for children and their families.

The changing face of the school, with the integration of children with special needs, at risk children and those from differing cultural and social backgrounds, has put an added burden on teachers over the years. With the Schoolplus program, teachers can get the support they need to focus on providing quality education for their students, and students can get the support they need to get the greatest benefit possible out of their school experience.

"Schoolplus is a new perspective about how we operate schools in Saskatchewan. It is about joint partnerships in education. It isn't just the school system that should be involved in educating the child, it's the whole community." said Nipawin School Division Director of Education Ron Richardson, "There's a saying that it takes a village to raise a child. Schoolplus is doing what we've done forever, which is educate, plus, we're doing a lot more things."

Richardson went on to say, "some kids come with a lot of baggage. I realize that kids may be with us from 9:00 to 3:30, but what happens when they go home and there's nobody there. They come back the next day and they're hungry and dirty, so we need to talk about what happens after (they leave school)."

Nipawin is ahead of many other Saskatchewan communities in this respect. As well as other government agencies, Nipawin has programs such as Oasis, Outreach and KidsFirst to help deal with some of the issues.

No single department or organization has the resources to meet all the needs of all the children. By pooling resources and working in cooperation with each other, the school system, government agencies and community organizations should be better able to accomplish this.

