Police program gives students a head start 
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The graduates of the 2009/10 Aboriginal Police Preparation program, from left to right, back row: Colton Leblanc, instructor Pat Devin, Burgess Vatamaniuck and A.J. Henderson. Front row: Dayna Daniels and Orva Cook.
	


Students of the Aboriginal Police Preparation program celebrated their success during a graduation ceremony at the Evergreen Centre on Friday evening, March 5. 

The five students were the second group to complete this SIAST technical program, which has been presented by Cumberland College at its facility in Codette since September 2008. 

After supper and a PowerPoint presentation that provided the audience with glimpses from each student's family life and their six month training, the formal presentation of the certificates took place. 

SIAST Program Head Dawn Fleming wished them well and expressed her happiness with the program, which has recently been changed by SIAST to be an applied certificate in law enforcement. 

"This is such a great program," she said. 

Cumberland College Manager of Technical Programs Joy Solsten said she is pleased that the college is able to work with SIAST to take the program off campus and closer to students. She also thanked the program instructors for their positive influence on the students. 

"We've seen a lot of change in people and we're happy for everyone," she remarked. 

The four instructors also spoke briefly. Norma Stephanson thanked family and friends for supporting the students. Curt Cummings, who is responsible for physical fitness training, said they were a great group to work with and that he saw a lot of personal growth from the students during the course. 

Virginia Crombie was the instructor for the native studies course, which was a new addition to the program curriculum for 2009/10. She spoke about their field trips to Batoche and to the First Nation communities of Red Earth and James Smith, as well as their second trip to James Smith to attend a sweat. 

Lead instructor Pat Devin thanked the students for a great six months. He also referred to another addition to the 2009/10 program that was aimed at exposing them to broader issues in the community through interaction with the Oasis Centre. 

Two of the program co-ordinators at the Oasis Centre, Doug Lowe and Karen Setka, attended the graduation. Lowe said they were honoured to be involved with the students. He spoke about the benefits of the dialogue between the groups from Oasis and the students, as they were able to learn more about each others' situation. 

Class representative Burgess Vatamaniuck spoke on behalf of his classmates about their time together. He said they did not really know what to expect when they started, but it all came together through hard work and support from their instructors. He expressed special thanks to Pat Devin for his support. 

"He's been with all of us through thick and thin," he said. 

To obtain their certificates, the students completed 21 different modules that covered a variety of issues such as basic investigative techniques, the criminal justice system and criminal law, first aid and CPR, basic firearms training , interpersonal communication skills and preparation for police assessment. 

"It's a very difficult program," Devin said afterwards. "What we try and do out here is actually go one step past the requirement and get them actively involved in community activities, outreach activities. That's why we've gone out to different places." 

He said the program enables the students to use their energies in a more focused manner and they have a guaranteed future ahead of them, as they are able to use it as a stepping stone on their law enforcement career path. 

"We give them the basics, but we don't tell them they have to do this," he said. "There are many options for them right now." 

Technical Programs Manager Joy Solsten agreed it is a good bridging program. 

"It gives them a view of what it's all about," she said afterwards. "They get to know all aspects of corrections, policing and so they know what they're getting into and then decide which stream they're going to go to." 

According to Solsten the program's name change by SIAST is part of their programming process. While the certification comes from SIAST, the regional college delivers the programming. There was a need for it in this area and they met with SIAST to work out the details to offer it off campus for the first time in 2008. 

She said the program's content is reviewed every year to ensure it is appropriate to what is needed in industry. While there will be some changes to the program for the 2010/11 academic year, it will not be major ones. 

"We're looking for more applicants for our next intake in September … there's still room," she emphasized. 

More information about the applied certificate in law enforcement and other programs available through Cumberland College is available at www.cumberlandcollege.sk.ca.

