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October is Feed a Kid month 

The Nipawin Town Council heard from members of the Nipawin Nutrition for Kids group (NNFK), at their regular council meeting held Sept. 27. 

The group came before council to ask October to be declared Feed a Kid month in Nipawin. Mayor Rospad commended all the group was doing to help provide children with proper nutrition and said that it was a safe bet that council would back them all the way in declaring October Feed a Kid month. 

This is the fifth annual Feed a Kid Campaign. The campaign is designed to help raise funds for the breakfast programs offered at Wagner and Central Park school's in Nipawin. They serve about 2,700 to 3,000 breakfasts each year in Nipawin, with the cost being about $2 per student. 

NNFK said they also have some parents that will come in to eat breakfast with their children, and these adults generally stay to clean up, or help in any way that they can. On Tuesday and Friday's they also offer a universal snack program, providing children an opportunity for a healthy and nutritious snack. Members from the NNFK said they are very pleased with the community support for the program, and not only do they receive donations from individuals and businesses, service clubs in Nipawin have also stepped up donating money to the cause. 

NNFK will be leaving the growingly familiar milk cartons around at various places in Nipawin for people to drop their donations into. They officially kicked off Feed a Kid month, Sept. 30, at Central Park School, with Rospad in attendance. 

Arena project update 

At a meeting of the Recreation and Parks Standing Committee held, Sept. 20, it was noted that the lights in the Centennial Arena were functional, however, it was also noted that the lighting is not satisfactory due to a spotlighting effect onto the surface from each fixture. The lighting needed to be dispersed more evenly. The cladding is off slightly from what was indicated in the town's choices. They agreed to proceed with the cladding and investigate a credit. An updated budget was submitted, the estimated project costs are $1,906,384, but with the P3 fees added in they were at $2,081,384, which is about $81,000 over budget. They are currently investigating any potential savings. 

Oasis requests funding 

The Nipawin Oasis Community Centre sent a letter to council requesting their financial support to host a youth performing arts concert and workshop by Saskatchewan professional artists, Eekwol, Lindsay Knight, and Joseph Naytowhow at the Evergreen Centre, Oct. 26. 

Council decided not to provide funding for the event as they already give the Oasis Centre a $15,000 operating grant annually. Council felt they had already contributed to the event for the year. The requesting for financial support was denied. 

Cumberland College sign 

Cumberland College sent a request to council regarding the town's zoning bylaw on signage. They requested that the town consider amending bylaw 4.8.3 to accommodate a freestanding sign up to a maximum of 15 feet in height. Upon completion of their new facility, they would like to mount a digital sign. Some of their concerns regarding a 10-foot high sign (which was all that was allowed in the bylaw), was that it would interfere with visibility and be a safety hazard for drivers. It could also cause an issue with snow removal and maintenance as well as be an easy target for vandalism. To allow for a variation council went above the 15 feet, and changed the bylaw to accommodate a 23-foot sign (seven metres). 

Nipawin's water tower 

The town will discuss the future of Nipawin's water tower. They will have to check into the stability of the tower to determine what needs to be done for repairs. Either way, council has two options, to go ahead with the repairs (which may be costly), or demolish the tower. One of the major problems with the tower is that the contact points from the legs to the base are rusted, which would need to be repaired. The extent of the damage is unknown until someone physically goes inside the tank to see what the damage is. 

David Trann, alderman, noted that it was about $90 to $95,000 to paint the tower when council looked into it a few years back. Regardless, the tower will carry a hefty price to the town, whether it's repairing it or demolishing it. To demolish it would run about $100,000. The issue was sent to the Works and Utilities Committee to see what needs to be done with the tower. 

The issue will return to council at a later date.

