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The thirteenth annual meeting of the Nipawin Oasis Community Centre was held on Mon., Sept. 12, 2005. 

Gordon Benton, the School Plus consultant for the Nipawin School 

Division, was our guest speaker. Gordon Benton has been very helpful to the Oasis Centre since arriving in Nipawin in 2003. 

He could see many parallels between School Plus and the Oasis in that our objective is to encourage hopefulness. 

Hopefulness is achieved by accepting individuals from all walks of life, whether they be children, families or adults with difficulties, and to continue to travel with them on their road of life and never give up on them. 

Hopefulness also requires people to be vigilant on activities that harm communities. 

School Plus provides some valuable resources for students and their families by expanding their services to meet the current needs: a Nipawin Youth Centre, extra activities at school, and education in drug addictions. 

Nipawin Oasis provides community for people with mental health conditions, classes in nutrition and cooking for low-income families, as well as a recycling bike program.

Both School Plus and Oasis interact with other agencies, such as KidsFirst, Nutrition for Kids, local Metis society, First Nations, and the Department of Community Resources, to provide a co-ordinated approach for healthier and happy lives.

The membership accepted the various annual reports and approved the proposed budgets for Oasis, as well as Collective Kitchen and Youth Kitchens.

