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BY ROBERT ARNASON

Journal Reporter

On April 7th at the Oasis Centre, about 50 people gathered to remember Garry Walter, who was murdered in Nipawin on April 8, 2004. At the end of the 20-minute ceremony, a memorial plaque on the wall of the Oasis Centre was unveiled to honour Walter's life and remember his death.

On April 8th 2004, Walter, 56, was beaten to death by Wesley Harker, then 18. Walter, a Nipawin resident, was walking home at approximately 1:30 a.m. when Harker and a group of youths confronted Walter on Second Street West. Harker, also of Nipawin, demanded money and when Walter refused, Harker became violent. Harker, high on crystal meth, punched and kicked Walter in the face for several minutes until witnesses yelled at him to stop. When police arrived 15 minutes later, they found Walter dead on the street.

In January 2005, Harker pled guilty to manslaughter and was sentenced to 11 years for the crime. 

A year has passed since his murder, and the Oasis Centre thought it was an appropriate time to remember Walter's life.

"We have received many donations for Garry and thought that that this (plaque) would be a nice way to spend part of it," said Doug Lowe, the Coordinator of the Cope program at the Oasis Centre.

Walter was a member of the Cope program; a group to support people who live with mental illness. 

During the ceremony on April 7th, Lowe read some comments about Garry -- comments that were written by members of the Cope program.

"Garry would give you his last dollar"..."He just loved people"... "We loved you and will always remember."

Evan Sayers and John Stewart read their own letters about Walter and Diane Dyck performed a song that she had written to mark his death.

Lowe said that the members of the Cope program have slowly gotten over the murder, but they are still bothered by what it means.

"It's been a shock to the group, made them think about their own vulnerability... that anyone who is different can be a target. The group still finds that Nipawin is a wonderful place -- but this opens their eyes."

Lowe announced during the ceremony that the Oasis Centre intends to convert the parking lot next to their property into a park. The park will be named the Garry Walter Memorial Park.

