Local children have lower school readiness

A three-year research project about early learning in northeast Saskatchewan shows that children in the greater Nipawin area have generally poor school readiness.

By Matthew Liebenberg

Nov. 26, 2008
	
	


Local children have lower school readiness 

By Matthew Liebenberg 

Journal Staff 

A three-year research project about early learning in northeast Saskatchewan shows that children in the greater Nipawin area have generally poor school readiness. 

The final mapping results of the project, called the North East Understanding the Early Years (UEY) study, was released at an action planning forum held at the Evergreen Centre on Friday, Nov. 21. 

According to Brenda Ives, the community coordinator for the UEY study, the aim of the forum was to continue the conversation about the children in the northeast. Speaking to the approximately 125 delegates about the research findings, she said knowledge must be transformed into action. 

"Our role is to … improve outcomes for our children," she said. "Investment in the very young is an investment which will benefit our communities now and into the future." 

The forum was the culmination of an information sharing process over the past four months. During this time the results of the study and ideas for actions to be taken were discussed with communities across the northeast. 

The area served by the North East School Division was used as the study area for the project. The research involved 404 kindergarten children, their teachers, families, schools and other government and community agencies in the northeast. 

The study looked at the ways in which families, communities, programs and services, schools and childcare facilities influence early childhood development. 

The aim of the research was to understand children’s development in the pre-school years so that they are able to take advantage of the learning opportunities provided in schools. 

For this purposes, children’s school readiness was evaluated in five domains – physical health and wellbeing, social skills, emotional maturity, language and cognitive development, and communication skills. 

According to the findings, there are some differences in children’s school readiness performance across the northeast. But in the case of the greater Nipawin area – consisting of Nipawin, Carrot River, White Fox, Choiceland, Smeaton and the surrounding rural area – it was found that children scored below the Canadian average in all five domains of school readiness. 

It means that more than one in four children in this area can be considered to be not ready for school. 

However, the report cautions that the results for the greater Nipawin area are complex. This is probably due to the differences in school readiness between children in the town of Nipawin and those in surrounding rural areas. 

During the forum’s afternoon session, representatives from the various communities in the northeast came together in small groups to discuss action programs that will address the issues raised in the UEY study. 

Reporting back to the larger forum about the discussion in the Nipawin group, Dan Poulin from the Town of Nipawin said they are going to develop an early childhood network in Nipawin. 

He said it would involve the various stakeholders, including parents, First Nations, schools, daycare groups, churches, the Town of Nipawin, the chamber of commerce, Social Services, the Oasis Community Centre, the school division, Cumberland College and various service clubs. 

In order to start with the development of a strategic plan, Social Services and KidsFirst would call a meeting in December. 

For more detail about the study, please visit the Early Years Partnership website at http://earlyyears.nesd.ca 
