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They came, they bowled, they raised a pile of money for local charities. This past weekend saw the first edition of the Airwave Challenge, a bowling for charity event that brought in over $5,000 for the Oasis Centre and Nuu Rain Inc. on Friday, March 30.

The idea for the event came to Rod Petersen, Program Director at Lighthouse FM Radio as a great way to raise money for Nuu Rain Inc. He approached Norm Rudock, General Manager at CJNE 'The Storm FM' to see if they would be interested in joining in. Rudock agreed, with CJNE bowling for the Oasis Centre.

Petersen noted that between the two teams almost 100 individual games were played. CJNE had 10 bowlers collecting pledges while Lighthouse FM had five bowlers.

"The bowling started at 6 p.m. with lots of public showing up to play along side the radio station teams on the extra lanes," said Petersen. "Things did slow down just a bit by midnight, but there were still a lot of extra people around enjoying the night right up until midnight. It was a very busy place for the full six hours."

In the end, CJNE raised $1,100 for the Oasis Centre and Lighthouse FM collected just over $4,000 for Nuu Rain Inc.

"As long as we?re raising money and having some fun and everybody's having a good time, that's what I want to see," said Rudock, adding that it's sometimes harder for local charities to raise money compared to larger charitable organizations.

There were also some prizes donated by sponsors that bowlers were striving for.

o Joel Verklan (LHFM) won a weekend retreat for his whole family at Pruden's Point for having the highest one-time donations. He raised $1,184 in one time donations.

o Spencer Petersen (LHFM) won the croquet set from Richardson's Home hardware for having the highest pledges per point. Every point for Spencer was worth over 54 cents. His 1,287 points brought in $700 on top of his one time donations of almost $900. With the extra bonuses Spencer had for strikes, spares and turkeys, he earned $111 above his base donations for just one game.

"Joel is 11 years old and Spencer is 12, so these two young guys brought in about half of the money themselves," noted Petersen.

o Brandon Perkins (CJNE) won the Rod's Custom Auto Care high average with 243 in six games.

o Lexi Chalus (CJNE) won the KFC lowest average with 108.

o Laurie Stonehouse (CJNE) won the Rod's Custom Auto Care lowest single score with 69.

o Corrine Woods (CJNE) won the KFC highest single game with 285.

o Mike Kouv (CJNE) won the KFC "first turkey" (three strikes in a row) in the very first game of the night.

While no firm plans have been set as of yet, the Airwave Challenge is expected to return next year.

